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‘omic book, since its beginning, forall the right reasons. 
Regular like со, it brings me the wnallged 
joy of reading a welltold, алі story, about 
песен have come о сиеавой For me, th 


Highest po 


In some ways, I am transported back to the oni of 
‘hows bombas, heise of elaborate pand layouts, Hack 
gutters, or artwork extended beyond the edge of the 
page and trimmed, Алу given seis able to contain 
thought ballons and sound ects Не Баба his но 


EET med 
for years, In other words, Stan е his comic book, ery 
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aly tag. Stn art, in every seme, is 
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116 thereto remind lest об nature ofthe 
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asa storyteller, И sa quote from C S- Lewis, fron his 
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rey рон and miele and artist, but for 
Grae draws from love ofthe thing he 
tells to love ofthe telling till, dowa in Deep 
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у do not work thinking that the Eye of God is looting 
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anything else fr that matier. fervently hope Н 
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neously ascribed to the Bible that "Gud helps those 
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want to be caught and seduced by the cleverness of my 


vn storytelling: 1 want whatever word and pic 
1 put down on paper to be at the service of my sory 
1 will do things sometimes that are less than straight- 
forward, but abrays with the thought that am trying 
to make my story beter. 
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away а moment ога word balloon, and his stories are 
ashionedwitheraf care, devotion, anda deep respect 
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ix a story for an audience of every age, Inthe best snae 


of that expression. Perhaps that is why these books 
transport me back о the day of my youth. That was 
When 1 read the stories of another немав about 
whose werk 1 fel the same way: а Ме. Carl Barks, 
purveyor of duck teres for about a quarter-century 
The biography of the masters ronin, Usagi Yojimbo, 
continues. invite he render tjs me, and accompany 
Usagi on his marvelous journey. 
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німе are miniature sculptures, carved as toggle 
for pouches, (The word's Нені meaning i “root for 
Fastening") They were ased as carly as the 14006. but 
became popular в the seventeen century. Japanese, 
ඇම hws род, зорові кес ней 
in small bags or bases, which were hung on the obi 
የድም Thede banging cines vere calle нарма. 
“The sagemona were tied to the ali with a silken cord 
and secured with а ዘዘ that prevented the cord 
from оро. A bea, called an ዓይ between the 
setae and sagemono coud be 4 1 tighten or loosen 
theopening ofthe container. 


“The most commonly ей material was ivory, but 
өзді could also be made from bone, wood, stone. 
amber, bamboo, ceramics, or mis. They could be 
carved in any variety of subjects peasants in the 
беш, sural ህር, gods, animats, plant, and 
creatures from folklore, Ха also became status 
symbols, staring а nov art fom, The artists were 
іс but other ኣፎ arises such as masle- ot 
– 


small and compact the ahi are long, thin ане 
ngemibat ме shaped ke a Бом with 111: and the 
መመ are rsd at, тона toe 


With the Мај Restoration in ሰሩ [ክክ cen- 
ከ the oponen осі enteral 5034) 


| became obsoleto 


አይ ы 


ከጠ very calle 
Europe and the US. Neither the materials used nor the 


exitence ofasignature has much bearing on the value 
обо pice The determining facters are the quality of 
the carving, its originality, and its charim. A good 
መ of Informatkan e the Inienational Nese 
Society (пане). 
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My depletion of Siok но са а plot by Wu 
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Dynasty. Emperor Minzhuang had a nightmare in 
ъв sold summon Ма guards, a huge іє giant 
рі sed айий ie deron: თა ფთ, 


በደር 


a scholar who had failed the imperial examinations 
and Killed himself in despair. The emperor at the 


in gratitude, Chung K'uci vowed to rid the world 
of demons. Emperor Ming-huang commissioned Wu 
Too-tzu 10 paint the Image he had dreamed. The ке“ 


mess was so striking that the emperor rewarded the 
artist with one hundred ед (an carly Chinese currency) 
Wu Taetzu's painting became the basis for his likeness. 
Eventually, the stories made (ከሩ way to Japan and its 


දරා ගම ን NT 


characters that make ep "Chong K'uei: 
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Pair of моле dogs ihat face 5 


т à 
other cher at the entrance to a Shinto shrine or at the 
approach to the oratory on the shrine grounds. They 
are usually carved from stone but are son 


of wood or metal. One dog, named A, breathes in with 
n open mouth, while his companion, Un, breathes 


out with his mouth closed, suggesting the inhalation 


па exhalation of Несту forces) and the balance: 
of yin and yang. The phrase, a-un-no-koiyu, or "A-Un 
breathing.” describes the relationship of people so 


ደመ 


ጫፍ ያሙ ር: ац መሃን” pg ДЫН, 


two dogs protect the shrine against evil spirits with 


their fierce appearance 
The Komainucan be traced to India and that cultures 
stylized 


representation of the lion. The Chinese 


tiger as well as the Pekinese dogs that were the pride 
of the Chinese Imperial family. That passed over to 
the Korcan peninsula and on to Japan, where the lione 


naformed ипо dogs. They are sometimes called 
Kanıshishi (Chinese lions) Окі 
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fatigue, flushing out toxins, helping di 


properties, such as neutralizing 
and 
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an apple а day, the Japanese regard daily umeboshi as 
great preventative medicine 


“The origin ofthe umeboshiin Japan isnot reali 
They probably came by way of China, where dried, 


smoked plums, or wha, are still used for a variety of 
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medi 


purposes, 


cluding reducing nausea a 
fromabout a thousand years ago, when they were used 


to prevent fatigue as well as to cure food poisoning and 
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ice. Because of their hi 


content, umelishi were also used to purify water 


or early June, when 


Plums Gume) are picked in late Ma 


they are still green. They are layeredin salt and weighed 


Bown with a heavy rock until ш 


‘August ап де on 
bamboo mats, then put in brine, Their red color comes 
from purplish shiso (perilla) leaves, which are pickled 
with the plums. 


Fukwume (une of good fortune) are dropped in cups 
of tes, and 


unk on New Year's Day to ensure good. 
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ВІОСВАРНУ 


Stan Sakai 


Stan Sakai with Stan Lee at the Montreal 


Comic-Con in September 2011. 


Stan Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now ives in California 
with his wife Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. He received Fine 
Arts degree from the University of 
Collegeof Design in Pasadena, California 


asali and furthered his studies at Art Center 


is creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as а guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made Into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in а seres of graphie novel 
collections 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, а за 
seting, featuring the adventures ofa descendant ofthe original Usa 


es dealing with samurai in a futuristic 


Stan is also an award-winning letterer for his workon Sergio Aragonéss Gro, he 
"Spider Mar Sunday 


ewspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


Stan is the recipient «Ға Parens Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he won the presti 
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A MASTERFUL. 
ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND 
то SEQUENTIAL ЛЕТ 


Between the forces of light and 
darkness exists a precarious balance, 
and even the smallest incident can 
tip the scales, When the thief Kitsune 
picks the purse of a samurai to find 
а harmless-looking Jewel, she angers 
а powerful wizard and revives a 
betrayed army slain hundreds ої 
years earlier. Contending with a 
horde of undead warriors. a possessed 
Kitsune, and the wizard's consid: 
erable wrath, Usagi Yojimbo soon 
შემ“ 
this storyline that was named a Best 
American Comics notable book- 


Usagl's travels also Теза him directly 
into the midst of a ruthless gang and 
then to the Ker or nis former mas: 
ler With his honor at stake and 
thoughts of vengeance clouding his 
reason, the rabbit rorin is tested as 
never before; in the Fisner-nominated 
“Death of Lord пиар" 


"Stan never wastes a panel; he never 
throws away a moment оғ u word 
balloon, and his stories are fashioned 
with craft, care, devotion, and a deep 
respect for History.” 
ო–: 
from bis introduction 


SON Or ULIRON 
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MAIS MONSTER 


